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August 28, 2013 

Ontario Provincial Police Found Investigating Accident In London City 

Police Jurisdiction – Were They Fake? 

We witnessed a peculiar incident this morning while bicycling on Clarke Road and 

Culver Road. There had been a three-vehicle rear-end collision and one of London’s Fire 

Department trucks was blocking the northbound passing lane of Clarke Road where the 

three vehicles were still positioned. We had our cell phone with us and we took a 

number of photographs of the developments. For example, the photo below shows a 

view of the three vehicles stopped in the northbound passing lane of Clarke Road with 

the fire truck blocking the lane behind them. 



 

View, looking south-east from the northwest corner of the intersection of Clarke Road 
and Culver Road. A three-vehicle rear end collision appeared to have occurred there as 

the damaged vehicles were stopped in the northbound passing lane of Clarke Road. 

Everything seemed normal to us. However there appeared to be two uniformed officers 

there which is not common for less-severe events which are often handled by just one 

officer. Also we did not observe a police cruiser on the road. It is common for London 

City Police to occupy one officer per cruiser so to find two officers there with no hint of a 

cruiser was puzzling.  

Next, we observed something unusual: one of the police officers began taking photos of 

the collision evidence, as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0901.jpg


 

View of “police officer” taking photos which is uncommon unless there are life-
threatening injuries involved. 

While one would expect such a thing however that is really not so. Police have never 

taken photos at collisions in London unless there were life-threatening injuries involved 

and then they would send out their Accident Reconstruction Unit. As a matter of fact we 

have complained about this issue for some time as it would be of minimal effort to snap 

a few photos and these are valuable records for civil litigation investigations that we are 

mostly involved in. But we have never been successful in interesting anyone from the 

police, insurance companies, lawyers, politicians or anyone else about the usefulness of 

such actions. So it was surprising to us that all of a sudden we see a police officer taking 

photos. Was this a new policy? 

Yet, although our memory was not terribly reliable, we thought that police officers in 

Ontario could be identified by a red strip that travels down the outside of the pant leg of 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0908.jpg


an officer’s uniform. But the uniforms of these “officers” did not have such a red stripe, 

it was a blue stripe. Hmmm, that was a bit odd. So we observed some more… 

As we watched we observed these “officers” performing like we would expect police 

officers to perform. They appeared to be speaking to the collision-involved persons, as 

shown in the photo below. 

 

View of “police officer” seemingly interviewing persons involved in the collision event. 

We observed another “police officer” speaking to a fireman while making notes, as 

shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0909.jpg


 

View of “police officer” apparently writing notes while speaking to a fireman at the 
accident scene. 

We questioned ourselves: Why would police be interviewing the firemen about 

something of relatively minor consequence such as a rear end collision? We could 

understand, for example, if the rescue personnel had to extricate someone from a 

vehicle and there might be some question as to what actions were performed, but that is 

not something that would be required in a rear-end collision. 

Next, to our surprise, we looked at the shoulder emblem of one of the officer’s uniforms 

and observed the traditional “OPP” marker on it. This was an OPP officer. But this was a 

collision occurring well within the borders of the City of London so an OPP officer would 

be out of his jurisdiction. So what was an OPP officer doing investigating a collision that 

should have been out of his jurisdiction? Hmm, odd. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0930.jpg


We noticed that one of the police officers left the site and walked somewhere onto 

Culver Road and we expected he would have gone to his cruiser. So we went over there 

to see where the cruiser was located, but we could not find one. Hmm. But we observed 

a black pick-up truck parked in a parking lot next to the intersection and its driver’s 

door was open and someone was inside. That must have been the police officer. But this 

did not look like a police cruiser. So we biked over to the parking lot to investigate 

further. 

We took the photo shown below as we moved around toward the position where the 

police officer was seated in the driver’s seat. The rear “window” of the cab was 

completely black. 

 

View of rear end of “police vehicle” parked in parking lot with one of the officers in the 
driver’s seat. 

As we came around to the driver’ side the police officer stepped out, closed his door, 

acknowledged us (“Hi”) and then walked back to the accident site. We took the photo 

below showing the left side of this police vehicle. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/IMG_0934.jpg


 

View of left side of police view showing no evidence of “Ghost” markers or emergency 
lights to indicate its special status. 

The interesting thing from our viewpoint is that this vehicle does not appear to contain 

any “ghost”-type markers that would identify it as a police ghost vehicle. Often we might 

see some writing on the side of such police vehicle that says “police” but it would be in a 

similar shade to the colour of the vehicle. We might also see some evidence of 

emergency lights on the dash, etc. But none of that is evident here. 

So who are these “police officers”. If legitimate, why the strange circumstances? Why are 

OPP officers investigating a collision that is not in their jurisdiction? Why are they in 

such an unmarked vehicle that does not identify them from the outside as police? 

Durham Regional Police On Radar Screen Once More For Dispute With 

Ontario’s Ombudsman 
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Durham Regional Police initially caught our attention this year due to several incidents 

of discreditable behaviour by members of their force related to motor vehicle accident 

issues. So now it has caught our attention whenever there appears to be further 

indications of problems…and there appear to be more. 

We agree with Ontario’s ombudsman, Andre Marin, for his revelation that a police 

supervisor on the Durham Police force sent inappropriate tweets to him while 

impersonating the name of another officer on the force. While it is regrettable that Mr. 

Marin named the wrong officer as the originator of those tweets the concern over police 

behaviour is the much heavier issue. Again, it appears that Durham’s Chief, Mike Ewles, 

has used bad judgment again by criticizing Marin for the error while not addressing the 

much larger problem that members of his force seem to be habitually misbehaving. It 

becomes not surprising to us that, when the person at the top appears to be protecting 

misbehavior that it will continue to exist and damage the force’s reputation. 

August 25, 2013 

Meaning of the Display of the iPhone Gyros App Derived from Testing at 

Two Roadway Sites 

As promised we have now been able to produce an article that describes the testing that 

we performed in early June, 2013 at two road sites where we used multiple video 

cameras and the functioning of the XSensor iPhone app to explore how our test vehicle 

moved throughout the testing. This article has now been uploaded to the Articles page of 

this website. 

This is an interesting tool in that it resides on such a common device – a simple 

smartphone, yet it is very inexpensive (pro version of the XSensor is only about $10) 

and it appears to provide reliable and valid data. We drove our test vehicle around a 

roundabout on three separate days while documenting our vehicle’s motion with the 

iPhone’s gyros. We then travelled to another site, on Clarke Road north of Fanshawe in 

London, Ontario where we conducted additional testing on a familiar S-Curve that has 

been the subject of many previous tests by Gorski Consulting. 

The level of detail about the vehicle’s motion is quite remarkable. We can study how the 

vehicle’s angle changes in all three dimensions (longitudinal, lateral and vertical) while 



also being informed about how quickly the angle of the vehicle is changing in those 

dimensions. It provides an incredible amount of information about how a vehicle reacts 

to the road on which it travels. This is particularly so when it is considered that we have 

the option of attaching a second iPhone that also displays the tri-axial accelerations of 

the vehicle during its travels. The inexpensive nature of this tool along with its 

availability on such a common device such as a smartphone makes its possibilities 

ground-breaking in the field of motor vehicle accident reconstruction. 

August 21, 2013 

Continued Testing of iPhone Gyro and Multiple Video Camera Set-Up 

In June, 2013 we spent four days where we conducted testing of the gyros of the iPhone 

4S along various roads in London. It is only now that we have been able to analyse some 

of the data and copy it to Excel spreadsheets. 

Recall that many iPhone apps allow the operator to send the test file over the internet to 

one’s e-mail in a comma-delimited format which can then be copied directly into an 

Excel spreadsheet. This would have been the easier approach that we did not take. Our 

reasoning was that we wanted a precise connection between the portion of the road 

displayed in our video cameras and the display of the values on the iPhone app. So, for 

now, we videotape the face of the iPhone during the testing and then manually insert the 

data shown in the video onto an Excel spreadsheet. Yes, a rather time-consuming 

approach. But in these early periods where we are assessing the meaning of the iPhone’s 

display and how those values are triggered, we are willing to take these time-consuming 

steps. 

Readers might note that we have been testing the gyro on a small roundabout near our 

office (Trafalgar Road and Hale Street in London). We simply drive our test vehicle 

around the roundabout several times while it is fitted with a number of video cameras 

and the face of the iPhone is videotaped. It makes for some peculiar faces of drivers who 

cannot comprehend why this idiot continues to travel round and round in the 

roundabout without getting off. We have subsequently travelled to our favourite testing 

site on the S-curve of Clarke Road north of Fanshawe where, again, we have driven 

through the S-curve on a number of days while videotaping the display of the gyro of the 

iPhone. We are now getting to the interesting area of our work where we are starting to 



see some patterns and consistency. We expect to report on this research, on this website, 

in due course, when we have time between our paying assignments. That time is now 

drawing closer as we are closer to completing our documentations. In the meantime we 

can confirm that we appear to be obtaining reliable and consistent results. We do not 

see any reason why this tool cannot be used as a reliable instrument for those interested 

in examining a wide array of vehicle motion tests. It becomes more interesting when we 

use two iPhones in combination: one iPhone displaying the gyro data while a second one 

displays the acceleration data. One should appreciate that the availability of such data 

can prove most useful and we hope to show readers just how useful it can be in the 

coming months, time permitting. 

Wood Fallen From Railway Truss on Western Road North of Oxford Street 

in London Ontario Indicates a Possible Safety Hazard 

A visitor to our website alerted us to a potential safety hazard with respect to the 

Canadian Pacific Railway truss on Western Road just north of Oxford Street in London, 

Ontario. This person reported that, while northbound on Western Road and preparing 

to travel under the railway truss the person observed a rather large and chunky piece of 

wood lying on the road under the truss. This person stopped, picked up the wood and 

threw it into the roadside brush. This person also looked up into the truss and observed 

other pieces of wood that appeared to be loose. Due to complications the person did not 

want to be identified but asked whether we could examine the situation. 

We examined the area this afternoon, August 21, 2013 with the following results. 

The photo below shows a general view of the railway truss looking northwest from the 

east sidewalk. 



 

View of Canadian Pacific Railway truss on Western Road just north of Oxford Street, 
This view was taken from the east sidewalk and is looking generally northwest. 

The photo below shows how we looked in the vicinity but it was difficult to initially 

detect any problem. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-1-2.jpg


 

View from the north side of the truss looking south and up into its interior along the east 
concrete abutment. 

However, as we looked down on the road surface there appeared to be the ruminants of 

a broken piece of wood, as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-18-.jpg


 

Overall view of area where a broken piece of wood was found lying along the road edge 
below the railway truss. 

A closer view below shows the characteristics of that wood. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-16-.jpg


 

Closer view of piece of wood lying on the edge of the northbound lane of Western Road 
just beneath the railway truss. 

So, now that we observed this piece we had some idea of what to look for in the truss 

and we soon discovered a gap in the wood. The photo below shows the general area 

where we believed the wood was missing and had fallen. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-17-.jpg


 

General view of railway truss showing the area containing a gap where a piece of wood 
had fallen out of place and onto the road surface. 

And the photo below shows a closer view of that gap. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-20-.jpg


 

Closer view of gap in wood of the railway truss where we suspect that the wood had 
become detached and fell onto the road surface. 

The person who reported this to us was concerned that the piece of wood that had fallen 

appeared to have been press-fitted into the gap with no indication that it had been 

fastened in any way to the structure of the truss. That is not readily certain from the 

photos we have but it certainly gives that appearance. 

After this discovery we followed the person’s description of where he threw the wood 

after he removed it from the road. Rummaging around in the brush next to the railway 

truss we came upon a piece of wood that had the characteristics of what we were after, 

as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-22-.jpg


 

View of piece of wood found lying in the underbrush with characteristics similar to what 
would have fallen from the noted railway truss. 

It can be seen that this piece of wood contains a missing segment that would appear to 

match the material found on the edge of the northbound lane of Western Road. The 

photo below shows another view of the wood. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-31-.jpg


 

View of piece of wood that had fallen from the railway truss. 

And below is another view with our hand next to it to demonstrate its size. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-32-.jpg


 

View of fallen wood with hand for size comparison. 

The wood had different dimensions on its sides as demonstrated in the photo below for 

comparison with the photo above. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-33-.jpg


 

View showing narrower dimension of wood with hand for comparison to previous 
photos. 

Our examination of the structure of the truss indicated that a number of these wooden 

blocks appear to be on any angle and may be in jeopardy of separating. 

When reporting such matters to authorities it has been our experience that the public 

does not become aware of such problems as they are never revealed. But the public 

should know that their infrastructure needs maintenance. So how we will proceed with 

notifying someone about this is not certain at this time. 

August 15, 2013 

Increased Police “User” Fees – An Increase In Reckless Lack of 

Accountability 

The London Free Press newspaper has reported that, effective September 1, 2013, many 

“user” fees charged by the London Police Service will be increased, some by 
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astronomical proportions. The tone of the LFP article however is not one of outrage but 

something completely opposite. 

The LFP article quotes some non-profit agencies as describing this as “great news” in the 

sense that the originally-planned increases for volunteer background checks were 

cancelled. As if reducing the sentence of an innocent person from a death penalty to a 

life imprisonment is a good and joyful thing. But what about the other details that the 

LFP has just skimmed over… 

Well, there is this small item in the fine print “Insurers and lawyers will pay $9,000 

for a package of reports on an accident instead of $2,500“. Well, that’s OK because we 

all love to hate greedy lawyers and large insurers. So let them pay. But that is not the 

true repercussion. 

At the previous level of $2,500.00, to obtain police investigation records of a motor 

vehicle accident, there was absolutely no way that a common citizen in London could 

obtain information about an incident in which their loved one was killed, or in which 

they have been charged but would want to dispute the charge because they believed they 

were innocent. That is because paying the costs of a lawyer or paralegal were already 

beyond the affordability of most such citizens. So now we can rejoice in the “great news” 

that even a larger segment of our population will be unable to do the same. 

The LFP provided this quote from London police officials: 

“These are services that don’t necessarily benefit the entire community and therefore 

the cost for these services should not be borne by the taxpayer as a whole, but the 

person or organization requesting the service. The fees charged allow the (London 

police) to recover the cost for providing these services” 

As an accident reconstruction firm we have no horse in this race. When we are retained 

by an insurance or legal client the $9,000.00 we might pay to obtain the police 

investigation records will simply be passed on to our client. However, we also receive 

inquiries from individual citizens who have experienced difficulties with a system that 

has failed them in one way or another. As a public duty we feel obliged to help them 

whenever possible by reducing our fees or sometimes working “pro bono” if necessary. It 



is in these instances where our hands will be tied because there will be no hope of 

obtaining police information on a matter of this nature. 

In a vast majority of instances motor vehicle collisions do not involve death or serious 

injury, but they can be life-changing events both financially and from a social/health 

perspective. To say that their resolution is a private matter involving the individuals and 

their immediate family, without recognizing their effect on our society as whole is, in 

our opinion, narrow-minded recklessness. 

August 13, 2013 

A Visit To Newfoundland 

We have been away these last five days visiting Newfoundland, the most easterly 

province of Canada. The province is made up of Newfoundland Island and Labrador, 

which is the land attached to, and east of, the Province of Quebec. 

 

Fishing boats in the marina of Harbour Grace on the Avalon Peninsula on 
Newfoundland Island. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-7-.jpg


A beautiful area, quaint fishing villages, rugged and unspoiled country. 

With respect to its roadway system the Trans Canada Highway is as modern as anything 

you might see anywhere in North America. 

 

Trans Canada Highway near St John’s Newfoundland Island. 

However, as in any area, there are local roads that are not designed to the same level of 

safety. Combined with the ruggedness of the terrain, there are some challenging curves, 

both horizontal and vertical, that can cause problems to the inattentive driver. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-1-1.jpg


 

View of a winding road passing through Newfoundland Island that contains challenging 
vertical and horizontal alignments. 

We suspect many of these local roads sustain rather severe winter conditions that make 

it difficult to keep up with their maintenance. Thus the surfaces of many local roads are 

rutted, pot-holed and their edges are crumbling. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-9-.jpg


 

View of a rough road surface on a local road on Newfoundland Island. 

When drivers are aware of these conditions they show a remarkable resilience in 

accommodating to these problems. This is our observation from examining unsafe roads 

in many jurisdictions. It is a greater problem when drivers encounter the problems 

unexpectedly. 

Tourists tend to become distracted when taking in the many beautiful views afforded on 

the sides of Newfoundland’s roadways. It is important therefore that, like in any other 

jurisdiction, guardrails and other safety barriers are designed and maintained properly. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-3-1.jpg


 

In many parts of Newfoundland the views are breathtaking however the only separation 
between the driver and a steep fall is a properly constructed guardrail or similar barrier. 

August 7, 2013 

“PAGE NOT FOUND” Indication Is Slowly Diminishing 

We appreciate that a large number of previous visitors to the News page of our website 

have been receiving the “Page Not Found” indication when they have been directed to 

the previous “News-2″ webpage that has been removed and replaced by the “News” 

page. Slowly visitors are recognizing that they need to reset their links to the new page. 

Again we apologize for the inconvenience however we had no option available to us as 

we described previously. 

August 5, 2013 

Direction of Travel of Vehicles Involved in Fatal Motorcycle Accident Being 

Mis-Reported 

Randy Robb, 47, reportedly of Kitchener, Ontario was killed on Sunday afternoon, 

August 5, 2013, when his westbound motorcycle was struck by an eastbound Honda 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/1-8-.jpg


Civic that crossed over the centre-line of Highway 3, just east of Willey Road. 

Unfortunately, the London Free Press seems to have erred information as they are 

reporting that the Honda was westbound while the motorcycle was eastbound. 

A second motorcyclist was riding westbound in front of the Robb motorcycle and her 

cycle was also struck by the Honda but at more of glancing blow. Her motorcycle slid 

along the eastbound lane for some distance before coming to rest at the intersection 

with Willey Road. 

Initially, it is difficult to understand how the collision could have occurred since the line 

of sight between the approaching vehicles was well over 1 kilometre. Yet there was no 

evidence of pre-impact braking or yaw marks which would indicate that one of the 

drivers detected the upcoming impact and attempted to avoid the collision. 

UPDATE: August 5, 2013; 2248 Hours 

A quick check of the CTV News London website indicates that they too are mis-reporting 

the travel directions of the vehicles. So this is peculiar. Having examined the site earlier 

this afternoon we confirm that we are not in error in what we state. For example, the 

Honda left a trail of eastbound fluid from the area of impact as it rotated and slid into 

the south ditch. That evidence was unmistakable about its meaning. 

Similarly, the female’s motorcycle travelled perhaps 40 metres westbound 

(measurement not taken) from impact to its final rest position near the north shoulder. 

If that motorcycle had been westbound, as the news media are reporting, that 

motorcycle would have to rebound backwards the 40 or so metres that it travelled after 

impact and this is simply impossible. 

All this does not change the result as the Honda was at least partially on the wrong side 

of the road when the initial impact occurred with the female motorcyclist. But it would 

help if the information was reported correctly to the public. 

UPDATE: August 6, 2013; 1900 Hours 

We now note that the Kitchener Record newspaper is also reporting the same erred 

travel directions of the vehicles in this crash. However this newspaper has noted 



“…according to an OPP media release”, suggesting that perhaps the OPP news release is 

where the error originated. It is not uncommon for persons typing some text to fail to 

detect that they typed “east” when they meant “west”. Certainly this has happened on 

our website a number of times and we have corrected the error whenever we detect it. So 

we suspect that this is likely the problem. Surely, the police do not believe what they 

wrote because that would surely contradict the physical evidence at the site. 

August 3, 2013 

Evaluation of Loss-of-Control Tire Marks on a Gravel Shoulder 

At Gorski Consulting we take considerable time for documentation and evaluation of 

tire marks on gravel shoulders of rural highways. It is known that many of the fatal and 

serious-injury collisions that occur on rural highways begin when a vehicle, often 

travelling around a curve in the road, travels onto a gravel shoulder and a loss-of-control 

occurs. This occurrence is often not identified or misinterpreted because investigators 

have a lack of experience is identification and interpreting the evidence that occurs 

when vehicles enter a gravel shoulder at highway speed. In our latest article we take you 

through a detailed review of some fresh, loss-of-control tire marks on a gravel shoulder 

and provide some insights into what the evidence means. This article has been uploaded 

and can be viewed in the Articles page of this Gorski Consulting website. 

August 2, 2013 

iPhone 4S Gyro Testing On A Freshly-Graded Gravel Shoulder To Evaluate 

Its Safety 

Numerous fatal and serious-injury loss-of-control collisions occur daily in North 

America due a driver’s inadvertant travel onto a gravel shoulder of a rural highway. A 

typical scenario unfolds as investigators have little knowledge about interpreting 

evidence of vehicle motion on gravel or when freshly-graded gravel shoulders can 

become a safety hazard. On July 18, 2013 Gorski Consulting conducted testing with 

multiple video cameras and the gyro function of the iPhone 4S smartphone to obtain 

data on a test-vehicle’s motion as it passed over a freshly-graded gravel shoulder on 

Perth County Road 23, south of Mitchell, Ontario. The results help to clarify what 



conditions and speed should be considered as a danger to the driving public. You can 

read the full article on our Articles webpage of this site. 
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